
POLLING PLACE ACCESSIBILITY 

Voting at local polling places on Election Day presents individuals with the oppor-
tunity to meet their neighbors and polling officials and participate in civic life.  Yet, 
many individuals with mobility disabilities, including those who use wheelchairs, do 
not have an equal opportunity to participate in this vital activity simply because their 
polling places are inaccessible. 

 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires that local governments assure 
that people with disabilities can access and use polling places.  When selecting new 
polling places, officials should make sure that they are accessible to individuals with 
mobility disabilities.  Officials also must survey all existing polling places to identify 
accessibility issues.  Polling places with accessibility issues should be relocated to 
accessible sites.  If the polling places cannot be relocated to accessible sites, 
officials must assure that temporary measures (such as portable ramps) are in place 
and used on election days to provide access to voters with mobility disabilities. 

 
Assessing accessibility requires a comprehensive review of the measurements and 
locations of numerous aspects of the facility.  For instance: 

 
 Is there an accessible entrance (e.g., are there any steps to the entrance or 

even a threshold that exceeds ½ inch); is the entry door at least 32 inches 
wide to accommodate a wheelchair; is the door hardware accessible)? 

 Is there an accessible route from the parking lot to the voting booth (e.g., 
are there curb ramps; are the exterior sidewalks and walkways in good 
repair; are the hallways at least 36 inches wide; are there any obstructions 
in the hallway; are all doorways 32 inches wide)? 

 Is the voting area accessible (e.g., are the check-in tables and voting 
machines arranged to provide a clear path of travel to the voting machine)? 

 Is there accessible parking (e.g., are there designated accessible spaces 
and are they sufficiently wide to accommodate accessible vehicles)? 

These are only a few items local officials need to examine to determine whether 
local polling places comply with the ADA.  The United States Department of 
Justice (DOJ) has published the ADA Checklist for Polling Places, 
http://www.ada.gov/ votingscrn.pdf, which comprehensively details the 
accessibility standards that you should use and instructions on taking the 
necessary measurements. 


