
 

  

REV UP CAMPAIGN 
Deborah Delgado, Disability Rights Pennsylvania  
 
The American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) recently 
announced the REV UP Campaign, coordinating a National Disability Voter 
Registration Week (July 11 to 15) to increase the political power of people with 
disabilities while also engaging candidates and the media to recognize the 
disability community.    REV UP stands for Register! Educate! Vote! Use 
your Power!   

The Disability Options Network actively pursued many of the suggestions listed 
on the AAPD website. See the newsletter article written by Al DeCristoforo. One 
of our colleagues, Bill Chrisner, uses the tag line of “together we can and do 
make a difference”. He’s so correct in saying that! The AAPD offers a few really 
good suggestions for ways to help get people with disabilities involved in voting.  

What ideas do you have for getting people with disabilities registered and at the 
polls on Election Day? Do you want help from the Disability Voting Coalition 
(DVC) members? We’d love to have you participate on the August DVC 
Advisory Committee call, scheduled for Monday August 15 at 10:30 AM. 
Contact me and I’ll be glad to share the call-in number for that meeting. I am 
always looking for more people to participate, to share ideas for strengthening 
the impact of voters with disabilities. 

 

July/August 2016 

 

 

If you have questions, 
comments or concerns about 
voting rights, we definitely want 
to hear from you. 
 
Contact Deborah Delgado at: 
ddelgado@disabilityrightspa.org 
or 800-692-7443 Extension 317 
 

http://www.disabilityrightspa.org/
http://www.aapd.com/our-focus/voting/
mailto:ddelgado@disabilityrightspa.org
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Newly Formed Better Philadelphia Elections Coalition Press 
Conference  
Robin Rasco, Disability Rights Pennsylvania  
 
On May 5, Disability Rights Pennsylvania (DRP) staff attorney Gabe Labella, 
DRP Administrative Assistant Robin Rasco, and DRP Board Secretary Suzanne 
Erb attended a press conference in Philadelphia organized by the newly formed 
Better Philadelphia Elections Coalition (Coalition). The Coalition consists of 
Philadelphia civic groups endorsing a new elections system in Philadelphia that 
would include elimination of the Office of the City Commissioners, who currently 
oversee elections in Philadelphia.  
 
The Coalition supports replacing the three elected Commissioners with an 
Elections Director and creating a new Department of Elections with leadership 
appointed by the Mayor, with an appointed, unpaid, bipartisan Board of 
Elections. The Coalition asserts that the Commissioners as a group were 
ineffective and lacked accountability.  
 
The Coalition is comprised of twelve groups. In addition to DRP, other groups 
include The Committee of Seventy, Philadelphia 3.0, Asian Americans United, 
the Public Interest Law Center, Americans for Democratic Action, Fifth Square, 
Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship Coalition, Philly Progressive Caucus, 
Influencing Action Movement, Economy League, and the Southeast Asian 
Mutual Assistance Coalition. The Coalition expects its membership to grow.  
A representative from each group spoke at the press conference. Suzanne Erb 
spoke about her voting experience this past Primary Election Day sharing that 
she had to wait an hour and a half to cast her vote in private. The poll workers 
hadn’t been adequately trained on setting up the machine for voters who are 
blind and visually impaired.  
 
Robin Rasco read a statement on behalf of Stephanie Roesner, a deaf woman 
who could not be in attendance. Stephanie wrote about the lack of support for 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing voters in successfully casting ballots, which she fears, 
results in low turnout and low electoral participation in Philadelphia. Stephanie 
shared her hope that the thousands of voters from the deaf and hard of hearing 
community can eventually walk into a Philadelphia polling place and vote 
independently and privately.  
 
David Thornburgh, President and CEO of Committee of Seventy, said 
Philadelphia should become a model of civic engagement and that an appointed 
board would be an improvement over an elected board. The city would gain 
accountability with an appointed board over an elected one. 
 

http://www.disabilityrightspa.org/
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VOTER INSPIRATION 

Kathleen Britton, Disability Voting Coalition  
 
During the Independence Day weekend, we had parades and barbecue at 
picnics.  The celebration culminated with fantastic fireworks.  Inspiration for 
these activities comes from the long history of civil rights battles and focusing 
on achieving our goals. 
 
Over this weekend, news reporters reviewed national voter turnout statistics 
from the Primary Election this spring, which was slightly above 40%, similar to 
the turnout in Pennsylvania, and dubbed this lack of participation as voter 
complacency. 
 
As Voter Advocates, we focus on voter registration for citizens with disabilities. 
Direct conversations about going to the polls or voting by absentee ballot 
should be on our agenda, as well, to encourage voter turnout and to 
discourage voter complacency. 
 
Participation of voters with disabilities can increase in the upcoming General 
Election when Advocates provide information as well as inspiration. 
 
Kathleen Britton is a DVCPA Member since 2006, on the Advisory Committee 
and currently is a Consultant to DRP on this DDC Grant. 
 

 

2016 Pennsylvania Elections 
Important Dates 

October 11, 2016 Last day to 
register to vote before the November 
Election 

November 1, 2016 Last day to apply 
for a civilian absentee ballot 

November 4, 2016 last day for 
County Boards of Elections to 
receive civilian absentee ballots  

November 8, 2016 General Election  

 



 

   

National Disability Voter Registration Week 
Al DeCristoforo, Disability Options Network 
 
July 11th to the 15th has been designated as National Disability Voter 
Registration Week. With this in mind we at Disability Options Network have 
been working closely with our local politicians to get that message out.  
 
Fred Hess received the official proclamations from The County of Lawrence and 
the Mayor of New Castle. He also was interviewed for an article in the New 
Castle News. I received the proclamation from Butler County after which Tom 
Franz and I were given the opportunity to spend a half an hour on the Dave 
Malarkey radio talk show called “It’s Your Turn”. The radio show started out with 
some of the physical barriers to successful disability access to polling places.  
 
We also spent a good amount of radio time talking about the attitude barriers 
that cause people to not want to vote. We spoke about how society’s view of 
people with a disability can affect that persons self-identity. When enough 
people start with your limitations rather than strengths it starts to brain wash 
you. One of my mentors from grad school always pounded us with, “You 
cannot, not communicate.” A blocked door, a ramp too steep or missing, quiet 
whispers and facial expressions, these and more communicate that people with 
a disability are the unplanned party crashers. Of course that works both ways. 
People with a disability have a responsibility to speak up and stop waiting on a 
handout. Attitudes like this speak volumes on helplessness.  
 
The disability community makes up 20% of America’s population. We have the 
numbers to be a mighty force for political change. Because disability hits all 
different sections or sub-sections of the population, we can pull from family and 
friends, any people we interact with. If each one would bring one in that 20% 
just hit 40%. It’s time we get our act together and unite. I’ll leave you with this 
political statement. “Bad Politicians are elected by Good People who don’t 
vote.” 
 
Al DeCristoforo adecristoforo@doninc.org is an Independent Living Coordinator 
and a member of the Disability Voting Coalition Advisory Committee.   

If you experience issues while voting, call:  

Election Protection Hotline  

1-866-OUR-VOTE 

1-866-687-8683 
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http://doninc.org/company/disability-options-network/
mailto:adecristoforo@doninc.org


 

Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

429 Fourth Avenue  

Suite 701     

Pittsburgh, PA 15219                

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

www.dvcpa.org 

  

This publication is  

supported by a grant from 

the PA Developmental  

Disabilities Council. 

  

  

  

  

  

Our Mission 

The mission of the Disability Voting Coalition 

of Pennsylvania is to increase the power of            

Pennsylvanians with disabilities by  

establishing the disability community as 

strong and mobilized voter bloc.
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Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

301 Chestnut Street 

Suite 300  

Harrisburg, PA 17101  

            

dvcpa@disabilityrightspa.org 

http://www.padvc.com  

Disability Rights PA provides 

major support for the DVC 

through a grant from the PA 

Developmental Disabilities 

Council.  

  

  

  

  

 

 Register to Vote Online! 

 Go to http://register.votespa.com/  

 Fill out the form and submit your application. 

 Use the application number to track your 

submission. 

 Get your voter registration card in the mail. 

 Visit us on Facebook                                     Follow us on Twitter 

 

mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
mailto:dvcpa@disabilityrightspa.org
http://www.padvc.com/
http://register.votespa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/padvc/
https://twitter.com/PADVC

