
 

  

GET READY FOR NOVEMBER 
Deborah Delgado, Disability Rights Pennsylvania 
 
Although we are only now approaching summer, it isn’t too soon to focus on 
November’s election. This pre-election season will be a fascinating one and I 
expect that by the time November 8 arrives, we will be relieved to have to 
listen to no more political advertisements.  I am beginning to develop a 
training on How to be a Nonpartisan Poll Observer and I’ll have the good 
fortune of being mentored by Patrick Christmas of the Committee of Seventy 
to make sure this is a successful training. The Committee of Seventy has 
focused its work primarily in Philadelphia for over 100 years! I will be using 
their manual and adapting it for use anywhere in the state. Anyone can be a 
nonpartisan poll observer and we want to show you just how easy that can be. 
If you are interested in hosting a training for this project, please let me know.  
 
I am continuing to work with Centers for Independent Living (CILs) to conduct 
polling place accessibility surveys to determine if they meet the standards of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. Special thanks go to the Disability Options 
Network and Abilities in Motion for their support of this work. If you can’t wait 
to get in on this fun, I’d love to hear from you. I remain interested in talking 
with people with disabilities about their rights as voters in PA so if you are 
interested in scheduling a training, please let me know. 
 
If you have questions, comments or concerns about voting rights, we definitely 
want to hear from you.   
 
Contact Deborah Delgado at: ddelgado@disabilityrightspa.org or 800-692-
7443 Extension 317 
 

May/June 2016 

 

https://disabilityrightspa.org/
https://www.seventy.org/
http://doninc.org/company/disability-options-network/
http://doninc.org/company/disability-options-network/
http://www.abilitiesinmotion.org/
mailto:ddelgado@disabilityrightspa.org
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MY STRUGGLES AS A FIRST TIME VOTER 
By Megan Ritchey, Altoona Voting Rights Advocate  
 
When I was in high school I was in the school to work program.  My place of 
employment was The Center for Independent Living where I learned how to 
advocate for myself and other people with disabilities.  
 
I was looking forward to turning 18 and being able to vote in my first election. 
Having my voice heard was very important to me. 
 
I knew from going to our polling place with my parents previously, that even 
though it said it was accessible, it wasn’t accessible enough for me to be able to 
vote there.  
 
They had a stair lift from the first floor to the basement, which meant I would 
have to be lifted from my wheelchair and put on the stair lift and then when I got 
to the bottom, I would have to be lifted again. 
 
I called the Election board and spoke with the lady in charge and her suggestion 
was to have a portable wheelchair for me at the bottom of the stairs so I could 
be pushed to the voting booth, or for me to vote absentee ballot. I told her that 
wasn’t even an option because it was my right to be able to go and cast my 
vote.  
 
Because it was too late to change my polling place for the primary, I had to have 
my father lift me in and out of my chair and use the portable chair, but I am 
happy to say that for the General Election, my place and several others were 
changed to fully accessible locations. 
 

If you experience issues while voting, call: 

Election Protection Hotline  
1-866-OUR-VOTE 
1-866-687-8683 

 



PREP FOR GENERAL ELECTION 2016 
By Kathleen Britton, Disability Voting Coalition  
 
Voters’ Advocates continue to encourage people to register and vote. Some 
unregistered citizens are in the next wave of 18 year-olds are coming of voting 
age, as well as people with disabilities who are first-time voters or those who 
changed addresses since registering.  
 
Commonly, during a Presidential Election Year, the lag time between the 
Primary and General Elections has low voter registration results because 
registering to vote over the summer months is not always a priority.  Advocates 
and mentors can share our enthusiasm through conversations with colleagues 
across our state. 
 
Ultimately, advocates encourage voters with disabilities to make their personal 
choices by providing non-partisan unbiased information, without swaying or 
deterring from any party, candidate or ballot item choice. 
 
Voter turnout for the Primary Election in Pennsylvania was only slightly above 
40%.  This participation can increase for the General Election when we focus on 
the goal of providing information and encouraging citizens with disabilities to 
prepare and participate in the General Election, at the polls or voting by 
absentee ballot. 
 
Kathleen Britton is a Disability Voting Coalition Member since 2006, on the 
Advisory Committee and currently is a Consultant to Disability Rights 
Pennsylvania on this Developmental Disabilities Council Grant. 
 

2016 Pennsylvania Elections Important Dates 

October 11, 2016 Last day to register to vote before the November Election 

November 1, 2016 Last day to apply for a civilian absentee ballot 

November 4, 2016 last day for County Boards of Elections to receive civilian 
absentee ballots  

November 8, 2016 General Election  
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Our Mission 

The mission of the Disability Voting Coalition 

of Pennsylvania is to increase the power of            

Pennsylvanians with disabilities by  

establishing the disability community as 

strong and mobilized voter bloc.
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Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

301 Chestnut Street 

Suite 300  

Harrisburg, PA 17101             

              

dvcpa@disabilityrightspa.org 

http://www.padvc.com  

Disability Rights PA provides 

major support for the 

Disability Voting Coalition 

through a grant from the PA 

Developmental Disabilities 

Council.  

  

  

  

  

 

 Register to Vote Online! 
• Go to http://register.votespa.com/  
• Fill out the form and submit your application. 
• Use the application number to track your 

submission. 
• Get your voter registration card in the mail. 

 Visit us on Facebook                                     Follow us on Twitter 
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