
 

  

VOTE VOTE VOTE 
Deborah Delgado, Disability Rights Pennsylvania  
 
It’s hard to imagine what it was like for women in the US about a hundred years 

ago. There is indeed a long distance between not being allowed to vote to 

running for President. I wonder what those suffragettes would think about our 

modern state of politics. We tend to take a lot for granted in the current 

freedoms we enjoy and I just wonder how we would feel about disability 

advocacy if we weren’t allowed to vote. We often quote Justin Dart who said 

“vote as though your life depends on it because it does”. He was right. It does. 

We have to be aware that the people we vote into office are the ones who make 

the decisions about funding community based services for people with 

disabilities. I think it’s really important for all of us to be aware of the positions 

taken by our candidates, locally and nationally, to be able to make a very 

personal decision about how we want to cast our votes. 

 

Although the law requires polling places to be accessible, we know that we do 

not have 100% compliance with that rule. If you are interested in conducting 

ADA standard polling place accessibility surveys, please let me know. I’d be 

happy to work with you, to provide the training and the tools. Recognition must 

be given to the Disability Options Network, Abilities in Motion, and Voices for 

Independence for working with me to conduct surveys in their communities. I’d 

love to add YOU to my list… 

 

If you are interested in hosting a discussion about the importance of voter 

registration or about how to conduct an ADA polling place accessibility survey, 

please contact me via email at ddelgado@disabilityrightspa.org or via telephone 

at 800-692-7443, X317 

 

March/April 2016 

 

http://www.disabilityrightspa.org/
http://doninc.org/company/disability-options-network/
http://www.abilitiesinmotion.org/
http://www.vficil.org/http:/www.vficil.org/
http://www.vficil.org/http:/www.vficil.org/
mailto:ddelgado@disabilityrightspa.org


PRIMARY ELECTION 2016 
By Kathleen Britton, Disability Voting Coalition Advisory Committee  
 
PA Primary Election Dates & Info 

March 28 Last Day to Register to Vote before Primary Election  

April 26 Primary Election 

 

In Pennsylvania, we now have the convenience of Online Voter Registration as 

an option for first time voters or to update voters’ information such as change of 

address.  

 

National Elections create an open forum for conversations about current issues 

within the Disability Community, by discussing the existing status and creating 

plans for future improvements in our States and for our Nation.  

 

The leadership and the members of our Disability Voting Coalition continue our 

advocacy mission for the rights of voters’ with disabilities. We focus our efforts 

on ensuring all citizens have the opportunity to register and then vote. This 

inclusivity applies to online voter registration and voting machine issues, so we 

can be effective in addressing barriers to accessibility. 

 

As we honor the year-long celebrations of our 25th Anniversary of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act and 50th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act, 

we are reminded of the previous generations’ efforts, and continue in their path, 

for the benefit of future generations of citizens with disabilities.  

 

Kathleen Britton is a Disability Voting Coalition Member since 2006, on the 

Advisory Committee, and currently is a Consultant to the Disability Rights 

Network on this Developmental Disabilities Council Grant.  
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The Disability Voting Coalition Advisory Committee meets via teleconference 

the third Tuesday of each month from 10:30 AM to 12 Noon. If you might be 

interested in participating and if you want more information about this 

committee’s efforts, please contact Deborah Delgado at 

ddelgado@disabilityrightspa.org  or via telephone at 800-692-7443, X317 

 

mailto:ddelgado@disabilityrightspa.org


  VOTER REGISTRATION IN 

PENNSYLVANIA 

 

You are eligible to register if: 

1. You are 18 or older on or before the day of 

the election in which you want to vote  

2. You are a US Citizen for at least a month 

before the election in which you want to 

vote  

3. You are a PA and Election District resident 

in which you want to register for at least 30 

days before the election 

 

What’s the deadline to register before 

an election or primary? 

Your voter registration form must be completed, 

signed and submitted 30 days before an 

election. 

 

How can I register to vote? 

1. Online at http://register.votespa.com 

1. Be sure to have your PA Driver’s License 

or PENNDOT card handy. 

2. At any PENNDOT (PA Department of 

Transportation) Photo Licensing Center 

3. In person at a county voter registration 

office 

4. At a government agency 

5. By mail…use a paper voter registration 

form or download the form from 

www.votespa.com 

  

When do I have to change my 

registration? 

When you move…change your name…or if you 

want to change your political party designation 

 

 

If you experience 

issues while voting, 

call:  

Election Protection 

Hotline  

1-866-OUR-VOTE 
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Important Dates 

 

March 28, 2016            

Last day to register to vote 

before the Primary 

Election 

April 19, 2016               

Last day to apply for a 

civilian absentee ballot 

April 22, 2016               

Last day for County board 

of Elections to receive 

voted civilian absentee 

ballots  

April 26, 2016                

Primary Election 

 

http://register.votespa.com/
http://www.votespa.com/
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VOTER RIGHTS QUIZ 
 
True or False: You can be prevented from voting if you are homeless. 

FALSE: You cannot be prevented from voting if you are homeless. Just register 

to vote with the address of a shelter or program that will let you receive mail. 

 

True or False:  You can only register to vote if you are 18. 

FALSE: You can register to vote before your 18th birthday as long as you turn 

18 on or before the very next election. 

 

True or False: People are not allowed to have help inside the voting booth. 

FALSE: If you are unable to read the information on the machine or the ballot 

for any reason, or if you cannot operate the machine without help, you are 

entitled to assistance. Just fill out the Declaration of Assistance form available 

at your polling place on Election Day, then choose someone to help you. 

 

While you have the right to choose the person who will help you, your employer, 

an agent of your employer, your union leader, an agent of your union or the 

Judge of Elections CANNOT be your assistance provider. 

 

True or False:  You do not have to have ID to vote. 

TRUE: In January 2014, the Commonwealth Court held that Pennsylvania’s 

strict photo ID law was unconstitutional.  The Commonwealth is not appealing 

the decision. As a result, voters do not need photo ID to vote and poll workers 

should not ask every voter for ID.  Only first time voters or voters voting for the 

first time at a polling site, must show ID. First time voters can show photo or 

non-photo ID.   

 

If you forget your ID or if you don’t have ID, you can vote by a paper ballot 

called a provisional ballot. Your provisional ballot will be counted if it is filled out 

properly and election officials can match the signature on your voter registration 

to the signature you add to the outside of the envelope in which you will place 

your provisional ballot 
 

* Acceptable forms of ID include: voter ID card, PA driver’s license or any ID 
issued by PENNDOT, a passport, Armed forces ID, an Employee ID, a utility 
bill, a bank statement, or a paycheck – if these last three show your current 
address. Just remember, if you don’t have ID, you are still allowed to vote by 
provisional ballot! 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Register Online @ 
https://www.pavoterservices.state.pa.us 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March 28th is the last day to register or change your registration before the 
April 28th PA General Primary 

  

 
For more information or help registering contact Disability Options 

Network ask for Al or any member of the CIL 
 
 

  
  

DISABILITY OPTIONS NETWORK 
Serving Beaver, Butler, 

Lawrence, & Mercer Counties 
831 Harrison Street, New Castle, PA  

Phone: 724-652-5144;  
Fax: 724-856-8973 

www.disabilityoptionsnetwork.org 
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http://www.disabilityoptionsnetwork.org/
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Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

429 Fourth Avenue  

Suite 701     

Pittsburgh, PA 15219                

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

www.dvcpa.org 

  

This publication is  

supported by a grant from 

the PA Developmental  

Disabilities Council. 

  

  

  

  

  

Our Mission 

The mission of the Disability Voting Coalition 

of Pennsylvania is to increase the power of            

Pennsylvanians with disabilities by  

establishing the disability community as 

strong and mobilized voter bloc.

 

Copyright © 2016, Disability Rights 

Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania  

Developmental Disabilities Council.  

Permission to reprint, copy and distribute this 

work is granted provided that it is reproduced 

as a whole, distributed at no more than 

actual cost, and displays this copyright 

notice.  Any other reproduction is strictly 

prohibited. 

  

  

Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

301 Chestnut Street 

Suite 300  

Harrisburg, PA 17101             

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@disabilityrightspa.org 

http://www.padvc.com  

Disability Rights PA provides 

major support for the DVC 

through a grant from the PA 

Developmental Disabilities 

Council.  

  

  

  

  

 

 Register to Vote Online! 

 Go to http://register.votespa.com/  

 Fill out the form and submit your application. 

 Use the application number to track your 

submission. 

 Get your voter registration card in the mail. 

 Visit us on Facebook                                     Follow us on Twitter 

 

mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
mailto:dvcpa@disabilityrightspa.org
http://www.padvc.com/
http://register.votespa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/padvc/
https://twitter.com/PADVC

