
 

 

  

The Disability Voting Coalition Needs YOU!  
Deborah Delgado, Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania  

The Disability Voting Coalition is a vibrant and expanding group of people 
interested in protecting the voting rights of people with disabilities 
(www.padvc.com).  Although the Americans with Disabilities Act requires that all 
polling places meet accessibility standards, we know that doesn’t happen at 
every polling place. Did you know that you have the right to file a complaint if 
you face a barrier to accessing your polling place on Election Day? Did you 
know that you have the right to file a complaint if you are not able to vote 
privately and independently on Election Day? Are you interested in hosting a 
training on Voter Registration? Are you interested in learning how to conduct a 
Polling Place Accessibility Survey? Do you want to share your experiences and 
concerns about voting rights with other people who share your concerns? Then 
please do consider joining the Disability Voting Coalition. We also host a 
monthly conference call for the Disability Voting Coalition Advisory Committee. 
To participate on the Advisory Committee, we ask that you participate in the 
monthly 90-minute calls on a regular basis. 

The Advisory Committee has had a very positive impact on the work that the 
Disability Rights Network has been able to accomplish through this grant 
provided by the Developmental Disabilities Council of PA. We have conducted 
polling place accessibility surveys in Mercer County with staff from the Disability 
Options Network and in February, I will be conducting some surveys with 
members of the Consumer Action Group at the Abilities in Motion CIL in Berks 
County. I am always interested in partnering with more CILs to conduct these 
polling place accessibility surveys. 

If you have an interest in joining in on these efforts, please contact me via email 
at ddelgado@drnpa.org or via telephone at 800-692-7443, X317.  I welcome 
your thoughts and your ideas for ways to strengthen and protect the voting 
rights of people with disabilities. 

January/February 2016 

 

http://www.drnpa.org/
http://www.padvc.com/
mailto:ddelgado@drnpa.org
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GET OUT THE VOTE STARTS WITH REGISTRATION 
By Kathleen Britton 
 
During political campaigns, a common acronym is used: “GOTV”, which refers 

to “Get Out The Vote”.  This sends messages to people involved in all aspects 

of campaigns that the ultimate goal is to get all citizens to exercise their voting 

rights by participating in the voting event. 

 

In Pennsylvania, we now have the convenience of Online Voter Registration.  

This new service added thousands of voters who registered for the first time or 

updated registration information prior to the election. This saved time and 

frustration at the polls, thus substantially increasing the number of viable voters 

in November 2015.  

 

The upcoming national election has sparked conversations about our state’s 

voting machines “aging out”. This could mean that machines won’t be 

accurately counting votes at the polls.  

 

We continue the advocacy mission for the rights of voters’ with disabilities when 

we focus our efforts on ensuring everyone has the opportunity to register and 

then vote.  With online registration and voting machine issues, new scenarios 

may – or may not – prove to be more inclusive for our communities of people 

with disabilities. 

 

As we honor the year-long celebrations of our 25th Anniversary of the Americans 

with Disabilities Act and 50th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act, we are 

reminded of the previous generations’ efforts, and continue in their path, for the 

benefit of future generations of citizens with disabilities.  

 

Kathleen Britton is a Disability Voting Coalition Member since 2006, on the 

Advisory Committee, and currently is a Consultant to the Disability Rights 

Network on this Developmental Disabilities Council Grant.  

 

http://register.votespa.com/


 

  
DON’T JUST VOTE – RUN! 
KEITH WILLIAMS, ADVOCACY & OUTREACH COORDINATOR 

CENTER FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING, SCRANTON 

 

Do you have a disability and are considering a run for public office? Do it! 

The process is not as intimidating as it may appear. I ran for Clarks Green 

Borough Council in 2011, won, and was reelected last November.  At our most 

recent meeting, Council members elected me to serve as President at our 

recent reorganization. 

My interest stemmed from having attended many Council meetings over the 

years an advocate for people with disabilities. Although my borough in 

Lackawanna County has a relatively small population of 1450 residents, Council 

had to deal with many issues.   It was fascinating to observe how moving pieces 

meshed into efficiently operated local government. To a casual observer, seven 

people discuss issues and vote on motions. But as I kept watching, it soon 

became clear that these activities affect our lives. 

In the first part of the election process I was met with barriers – literally! 

Candidates circulate a nomination petition among people whose political 

affiliation is the same as the candidate’s. Ten signatures are required but it’s 

recommended you get a few extras in case some signatures are contested. 

Every house on my block has steps, so I called neighbors, explained my 

candidacy, and asked them to stop over to my house to sign the petition. 

Fortunately, they all agreed and were very supportive. 

The frustration of inaccessibility reoccurred shortly before each election. I was 

unable to go door to door to meet residents, discuss my background, and 

request their vote. So I called them, using my own experience when receiving 

similar calls in the past. That means I started calls after 7:00 PM to avoid 

interrupting dinner, and ending at 8:30 PM. Weekends allowed wide 

opportunities for calls.  

Our borough building is accessible and has power doors, so meetings have not 

created issues. Councils truly represent a team effort. One member is extremely 

knowledgeable about finance and taxes, while another is effective with public 

works matters related to roads and sewers. Each contributes their interests and 

skills to creating the whole. 

Continued on Page 4  
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https://mycil.org/


 

 

   

2016 Pennsylvania Elections Important Dates 

March 28, 2016 Last day to register to vote before the Primary Election 

April 19, 2016 Last day to apply for a civilian absentee ballot 

April 22, 2016 Last day for County board of Elections to receive voted 

civilian absentee ballots  

April 26, 2016 Primary Election 

October 11, 2016 Last day to register to vote before the November Election 

November 1, 2016 Last day to apply for a civilian absentee ballot 

November 4, 2016 last day for County Boards of Elections to receive voted 

civilian absentee ballots  

November 8, 2016 General Election  
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DON’T JUST VOTE – RUN! 
KEITH WILLIAMS, ADVOCACY & OUTREACH COORDINATOR 

CENTER FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING, SCRANTON 

 

I had a surreal experience during my first year. Council held a public hearing 

regarding a fairly controversial issue. My perspective historically has been that 

of an advocate, testifying at numerous hearings about disability rights. 

Suddenly, I found myself mediating a sometimes heated exchange of opposing 

views by other advocates. 

You may be interested in public service but don’t want to seek election – not a 

problem! Boroughs, townships, and cities have various authorities to which they 

regularly appoint members. See if your municipality has a website with a link to 

their recreation, health, sewer and other authorities. Minutes are often posted 

there. If not, you can request them, but municipalities are allowed to charge a 

fee for copies. Submit a letter of intent to your council president or township 

supervisors for consideration. 

We’ve done a good job in creating and improving access to government. Now 

it’s time to participate in it! 

 

https://mycil.org/


 

ONLINE VOTER REGISTRATION 
Al DeCristoforo, Disability Options Network

 

On-line voter registration is a great 

improvement to the voter system. It’s 

convenient, faster (maybe) and more 

private and personal. Private and 

personal is what voting is about.  

That being said I went on-line and typed 

in “PA on-line voter registration” The first 

site would send me a form to fill out but 

only after I agreed to submit my e-mail 

address to their subscription list. The 

second one listed wanted me to join in 

the fight with my resources to take 

internet voting across the United States. 

The third site wanted me to join them in 

the fight against North Carolina voting 

practices. All three of these started with 

“Register to vote on-line in PA”.  

I know that technology is not the end-all 

be-all of all issues. But on-line 

registration does mean you don’t have 

to get up and dressed to go to the court 

house. 

 

 

Register to Vote Online! 

 Fill out the form and 

submit your application. 

 Use the application 

number to track your 

submission. 

 Get your voter 

registration card in the 

mail 

http://register.votespa.com/ 
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http://register.votespa.com/
http://doninc.org/company/disability-options-network/
http://register.votespa.com/


 

 

Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

429 Fourth Avenue  

Suite 701     

Pittsburgh, PA 15219                

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

www.dvcpa.org 

  

This publication is  

supported by a grant from 

the PA Developmental  

Disabilities Council. 

  

  

  

  

  

Our Mission 

The mission of the Disability Voting Coalition 

of Pennsylvania is to increase the power of            

Pennsylvanians with disabilities by  

establishing the disability community as 

strong and mobilized voter bloc.

 

Copyright © 2016, Disability Rights Network 

of Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania  

Developmental Disabilities Council.  

Permission to reprint, copy and distribute this 

work is granted provided that it is reproduced 

as a whole, distributed at no more than actual 

cost, and displays this copyright notice.  Any 

other reproduction is strictly prohibited. 

  

  

Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

301 Chestnut Street 

Suite 300  

Harrisburg, PA 17101             

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

http://www.padvc.com  

Disability Rights Network of 

PA provides major support 

for the DVC through a grant 

from the Pennsylvania 

Developmental Disabilities 

Council.  

  

  

  

  

 

 

If you experience issues while voting, call:  

Election Protection Hotline  

1-866-OUR-VOTE 

1-866-687-8683 

 

 

 Visit us on Facebook                                     Follow us on Twitter 

 

mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
http://www.padvc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/padvc/
https://twitter.com/PADVC

