
 

  

 

PENNSYLVANIANS WELCOME ONLINE VOTER REGISTRATION  
Press Office, Pennsylvania Department of State  

Pennsylvania now has online voter registration and if the first days of use are an 

indication, it could quickly become the preferred option for those who want to 

register for the first time or update their voter registration, such as changing 

their name or address.  In less than one week, more than 5,000 people had 

used the application site at register.votesPA.com. 

The good news for voters with disabilities is that the Department of State 

designed the application to maximize compatibility with the most current 

adaptive software.  The Department also contracted with the Center for Civic 

Design to review and test the system for universal usability. 

Online registration is more convenient and accessible for voters because it is 

available on any computer or mobile device.  The online system also is more 

secure for applicants because the form is transmitted directly to the county voter 

registration office for processing. In contrast, a traditional paper application 

containing personal information might pass through several hands before the 

registration is complete. 

Anyone who has a Pennsylvania driver’s license or PennDOT ID card can 

complete the application process entirely online because a digital copy of the 

person’s signature on file with PennDOT will be linked to the voter record.  But 

even those who do not have a PennDOT number can still apply online.  They 

will need to print, sign and mail the application to their county voter registration 

office to complete the process or request that the Department mail them a 

signature form.  

To learn more about online voter registration, check the Frequently Asked 

Questions. For general information about voting in Pennsylvania, visit 

www.votesPA.com.  

 

September/October 2015 

http://www.dos.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx#.VfwjON9VhBc
http://www.register.votespa.com/
http://www.votespa.com/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=2096088&parentname=ObjMgr&parentid=23&mode=2
http://www.votespa.com/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=2096088&parentname=ObjMgr&parentid=23&mode=2
http://www.votespa.com/
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EVERY VOTE COUNTS 

Deborah Delgado, Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania 
 
Less than a hundred years ago, women were given the right to vote and now we 

have a woman running for President. We’ve come so far in some respects and 

not far enough in others. More people will vote for America’s Favorite Dancer or 

for American Idol than for the politicians whose decisions impact all of us. Why 

are we so often so disconnected from the people we elect to office? I don’t have 

a good answer for that but I know there are many election reform advocates 

working together to change that. 

 

As part of the grant provided to the Disability Rights Network (DRN) by the 

Developmental Disability Council of PA (DDC), DRN is conducting trainings on 

voter registration for people with disabilities. If you are interested in hosting a 

training, I would love to hear from you. DRN is also providing trainings on how 

to conduct a polling place survey. We are partnering with the Lehigh Valley CIL 

on a polling place survey training in Erie in September and we are also 

partnering with the Northeast PA CIL in Scranton in October. The members of 

the DVC Advisory Committee made it very clear that an inaccessible polling 

place is the greatest barrier to voting for people with disabilities. We’d be happy 

to work with you to teach you how to survey the polling places in your 

community. DRN had also committed to conducting a number of surveys during 

this grant period and then providing a report to the Department of State 

regarding the accessibility concerns we uncover. The best way to ensure the 

accuracy of a polling place being truly accessible is to ensure that the ADA 

standards are used for that purpose. What can you do to make sure your polling 

place is accessible? Attend a training or if you already know how to conduct a 

survey, make sure you send your results to me so we can include them in our 

report. Let me know if you’re interested in learning more. 

 

Deborah Delgado 

ddelgado@drnpa.org 

1-800-692-7443  x317 

 

https://www.drnpa.org/
http://www.paddc.org/
http://www.lvcil.org/
https://mycil.org/
http://www.dos.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx#.VfHRwhFVhBc
mailto:ddelgado@drnpa.org


  
VOTER REGISTRATION 
Kathleen Britton, DVC Advisory Committee  
 

We are celebrating voting anniversary milestones this year and continue to 

advocate for voting rights because barriers still exist, including inaccessibility of 

voting machines and polling places. 

Our collective focus is on citizens with disabilities registering to vote and then 

voting at the polls or by absentee ballot. 

Recently, I had a conversation with a friend who has a disability and she asked 

about registering to vote.  So I gave her the web links for the voter registration 

form and the instructions.  This is her first time registering and voting.  She is 62. 

While most of us have been voting since 18, there are citizens with disabilities 

who, for various reasons, do not participate. 

When we are mindful to engage others in this conversation, doors open for new 

voters. 

Starting with Voter Registration, we can prepare for General Elections in 

November and National Elections next year by continuing our quest for all citizens 

to be included.  

In this way, we honor the year-long celebrations of our 25th Anniversary of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act and 50th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act. 

 

 

 

Register to Vote Online! 

 Go to http://register.votespa.com/  

 Fill out the form and submit your application. 

 Use the application number to track your submission. 

 Get your voter registration card in the mail. 

 

October 5th is the last day to register to vote before the 

November 3rd Election 
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http://register.votespa.com/


 

  

 
Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

429 Fourth Avenue  

Suite 701     

Pittsburgh, PA 15219                

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

www.dvcpa.org 

  

This publication is  

supported by a grant from 

the PA Developmental  
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Our Mission 

The mission of the Disability Voting Coalition 

of Pennsylvania is to increase the power of            

Pennsylvanians with disabilities by  

establishing the disability community as 

strong and mobilized voter bloc.
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Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

301 Chestnut Street 

Suite 300  

Harrisburg, PA 17101             

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

http://www.padvc.com  

Disability Rights Network of 

PA provides major support 

for the DVC through a grant 

from the Pennsylvania 

Developmental Disabilities 

Council.  

  

  

  

  

 

 

Have a problem on Election Day? 
 

Call - Election Protection Hotline  

1-866-OUR-VOTE 

 

 

 

Visit us on Facebook     Follow us on Twitter 

 

mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
http://www.padvc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Disability-Voting-Coalition-of-Pennsylvania/175089769265010
https://twitter.com/PADVC

