
 

  

DDC Voting Rights & Civic Engagement Grant: To Be Continued… 
Deborah Delgado, Disability Rights Network 
 
I am very pleased to share good news with you. The Developmental Disabilities 

Council (DDC) has generously agreed to provide two more years’ of funding to 

DRN to continue our work regarding voting rights and civic engagement of people 

with disabilities. We are very grateful for the confidence DDC has shown in the 

work Disability Rights Network (DRN) has been doing. The new funding period 

begins July 1 2015 and continues through June 30 2017. 

 

DRN plans to focus on two major areas: polling place accessibility surveys and 

voter registration for people with disabilities. Over the next two years, we have 

agreed to provide a total of 22 trainings covering these two areas. If you are 

interested in hosting a training or participating in a training, please feel free to 

contact me.   

 

Because of this additional funding, DRN will continue to host monthly meetings of 

the Disability Voting Coalition (DVC) Advisory Committee, held the third Tuesday of 

each month from 10:30 to 12. We will also continue to publish bi-monthly 

newsletters followed by bi-monthly community engagement discussions. If you are 

interested in participating in the DVC Advisory Committee or in writing an article for 

this newsletter or if you have an idea for a topic for one of our discussions, I would 

definitely appreciate hearing from you. 

 

Thank you to the DDC for allowing us to continue this work and thank you to you, 

our readers and members, whose input and ideas have helped us to be successful 

in our efforts. 

 

Deborah Delgado  

ddelgado@drnpa.org 1-800-692-7443 

 

 May / June 2015 

 

http://www.drnpa.org/
mailto:ddelgado@drnpa.org
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Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania (DRN) and  

Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA) 

Robin Rasco and Gabe Labella, Disability Rights Network 

 

According to the latest census, 35 million Americans with disabilities are of 

voting age.  This means that voters with disabilities are now one of the largest 

groups of potential voters (called voting blocs) in American politics.  Some have 

called the disability vote the “Sleeping Giant” of American politics.  This is 

because people with disabilities have not voted in the same numbers as most 

Americans.   

 

Over 20 percent of voting age Pennsylvanians have disabilities and could, if 

they voted, make their voices heard and could influence policies and legislation 

that specifically impact the lives of people with disabilities at the local, state, and 

national levels.  However, many barriers (architectural and attitudinal) exist that 

preclude or discourage participation in the voting process of people with 

disabilities. 

 

Under the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA) DRN is charged with 

protecting the rights of and advocating for people with disabilities in the voting 

process.  In order to achieve this, DRN focuses on seven distinct areas around 

voting – 

 

Area 1 - To ensure full participation in the electoral process for individuals with 

disabilities. 

 

Area 2 - To provide education, training and assistance to individuals with 

disabilities that will promote their participation in the electoral process.  

 

Area 3 - Participate in advocacy and education efforts revolving around HAVA 

implementation efforts in their State or Territory.   

 

Area 4 - Training and education of election officials, poll workers, and election 

volunteers regarding the rights of the voters with disabilities and best practices 

in working with individuals with disabilities.   

 

Continued on Page 3. 

 

http://www.drnpa.org/


  

Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania (DRN) and  

Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA) 

Robin Rasco and Gabe Labella, Disability Rights Network 

 
Area 5 - To assist individuals with disabilities in filing complaints under the 

State-based administrative grievance procedure required by HAA and 

represent individuals with disabilities in any hearing that may be held regarding 

the complaint.  

 

Area 6 - To provide assistance to States and other governmental entities 

regarding the physical accessibility of polling places.   

 

Area 7 - To obtain training and technical assistance on voting issues, including 

education regarding accessible voting equipment and systems.  

 

It is DRN’s hope that more people with disabilities will vote in the coming 

elections.  It is their right!  A right to an accessible voting polling place.  A right 

to get assistance in voting.  And, a right to file a complaint with the 

Pennsylvania Department of State.  

 

For more information on how to assert these rights or to file a complaint if 

these rights were violated, please contact DRN at 800-692-7443, ext. 400, 

TDD: 877-375-7139, or drnpa-hbg@drnpa.org  
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Is your polling place accessible? 

If not we would love to hear from you. 

  Contact Deborah Delgado at:  

1-800-692-7443 x317, ddelgado@drnpa.org 

 

 

 

 

http://www.drnpa.org/
mailto:drnpa-hbg@drnpa.org
mailto:ddelgado@drnpa.org


 

   

 

Have a problem on Election Day?   

Call - Election Protection Hotline  

1-866-OUR-VOTE 

Visit us on Facebook    Follow us on Twitter 
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Policy Information Exchange                                                           
Vini Portzline, Center for Independent Living of Central PA  

It is the mission of the Policy Information Exchange (PIE) to educate and inform 
Pennsylvanians with disabilities, their families and advocates, and the general 
public, regarding public policy issues and to further the exchange of policy 
information between the Pennsylvania Developmental Disabilities Council and 
federal, state and local policy makers. The Policy Information Exchange is 
funded by the Pennsylvania Developmental Disabilities Council. 

A Slice of Pie is quarterly newsletter providing information about important state 

and national public policy issues. You can receive Slice of Pie by e-mail or mail. 

A Slice of Pie is also available at the Developmental Disabilities Council website 

www.paddc.org by clicking on “Publications” and “Slice of Pie”. Archived 

editions can also be found there. A Slice of Pie is available in alternate format 

upon request. The PIE office will download, copy, and mail information 

mentioned upon request. 

PIE Alerts, PIE Information, and PIE Job Postings are available by email to keep 

people informed about disability issues between newsletters. 

Sign up for A Slice of Pie and/or PIE electronic messages by phone at 800-692-

7258; by mail at PIE, c/o The Arc of Pennsylvania, 301 Chestnut Street, Suite 

403, Harrisburg, PA 17101; or by email at pie@thearcpa.org. You may also 

contact the PIE Team with any questions, comments, suggestions, or 

information to share. 

Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/AByteofPIE/timeline or 

Twitter at https://twitter.com/AByteofPIE. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Disability-Voting-Coalition-of-Pennsylvania/175089769265010
https://twitter.com/PADVC
http://www.cilcp.org/
http://www.paddc.org/
mailto:pie@thearcpa.org
https://www.facebook.com/AByteofPIE/timeline
https://twitter.com/AByteofPIE


  

LEGACIES and VOTING 
Kathleen Britton, Disability Voting Coalition 
 

This year we celebrate milestones that have influenced our collective American 

history.  The news media has had a variety of diverse views and commentaries. 

As a DVCPA Member, here are my observations for our newsletter. 

 

50th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (VRA) 

25th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) 

 

The history of VRA demonstrates well-documented events leading to the 

development and subsequent enactment of the essential element of voting to 

include all our citizens. It took almost a hundred years after the civil war for the 

VRA to recognize every citizen’s right to vote. Nearly a decade passed after 

WWI for women to obtain their right to vote.  The Civil Rights Movement of the 

1950s and 1960s influenced legislators to draft and enact laws to ensure the 

right to register to vote for more citizens. 

 

People with disabilities have developed legislative issues to protect their right 

to vote, by focusing on enforcement of ADA standards, which includes 

accessibility of both voting machines and polling places. 

 

The ultimate test for all of us is to question our involvement:    

What will future generations remember about our efforts? 

What will we contribute to our future voters? 

What will be our voting legacy? 

 

As we prepare for national elections next year, let’s continue to grow and 

strengthen our disability communities through ADA and VRA, as well as the 

National Voter Registration Act (NVRA). 
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Kathleen Britton has been a DVCPA Member since 

2006, participating on The DVC Advisory Committee 

and now serving as the Consultant to DRN for the 

work of this DDC Grant. 
 



 

Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

429 Fourth Avenue  

Suite 701     

Pittsburgh, PA 15219                

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

www.dvcpa.org 

  

This publication is  

supported by a grant from 

the PA Developmental  

Disabilities Council. 

  

  

  

  

  

Our Mission 

The mission of the Disability Voting Coalition 

of Pennsylvania is to increase the power of            

Pennsylvanians with disabilities by  

establishing the disability community as 

strong and mobilized voter bloc.

 

Copyright © 2015, Disability Rights Network 

of Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania  

Developmental Disabilities Council.  

Permission to reprint, copy and distribute this 
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as a whole, distributed at no more than actual 

cost, and displays this copyright notice.  Any 

other reproduction is strictly prohibited. 

  

  

Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

429 Fourth Avenue  

Suite 701     

Pittsburgh, PA 15219             

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

http://www.dvcpa.org 

Disability Rights Network of 

PA provides major support 

for the DVC through a grant 

from the Pennsylvania 

Developmental Disabilities 

Council.  

  

  

  

  

DA20 

Community Engagement Conversations 

 

The Community Engagement Discussions are taking a short break 

and will occur again in August or September…stay tuned…  

 

Visit the Disability Voting Coalition on Facebook     

mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
http://www.dvcpa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Disability-Voting-Coalition-of-Pennsylvania/175089769265010

