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SHARE YOUR IDEAS! 
Deborah Delgado, Disability Rights Network of PA 
 

Hello Everyone! Allow me to introduce myself…I am 

Deborah Delgado, the DRN staff person newly 

assigned to guide the work done through our DDC 

Civic Engagement grant. Here’s a question for 

you…how do you define community? Tell me what 

you think! I’d love to hear from you. 

 

Are you interested in participating on the Disability 

Voting Coalition (DVC) Advisory Committee?  The 

DVC Advisory Committee meets via teleconference 

once a month, currently scheduled for the third 

Tuesday of each month from 10:30 AM to 12 Noon. 

DRN is committed to supporting a geographically and 

disability diverse advisory group. We want to expand 

and strengthen the DVC and I need your help to meet 

that goal. This is an exciting opportunity to have 

discussions about how we can each make a 

difference where we live. 

 

Please do share your ideas and concerns with me. I 

can be reached via email at ddelgado@drnpa.org or 

via telephone at 1-800-692-7443 x317.  

 

Thanks in advance for your support. I look forward to 

hearing from you and working together with you on 

these important issues. 

 

December/January 2014/2015 

 

https://www.drnpa.org/
mailto:ddelgado@drnpa.org


  
VOTING AND YOU! 

Fred C Hess, Advocacy Coordinator, Disability Options Network 

 

Please allow me to introduce myself. I’m a man of no wealth and good taste. I 

hope you get the reference. Seriously though, I’m Fred Hess and I work for 

Disability Options Network in New Castle, PA. I was asked to write an article 

about one of the many things I am working on: Polling Place Accessibility. To 

me, persons with disabilities not only have the right to vote, we have an 

obligation to vote. I was told once that people need to get involved in politics as 

if their lives depended on it, because if you have a disability, IT DOES! Way 

more than most people realize.   

 

Click here to find your 

polling place.  

  

Have a problem on 

Election Day?  Call - 

Election Protection 

Hotline  

1-866-OUR-VOTE 

  

Visit us on Facebook 

 

Follow us on Twitter 
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Let me explain. If you have a disability you probably 

are on either SSI or SSDI, and that means you are 

also on Medicare and/or Medicaid. Now here comes 

the important part; if we don’t vote then the people 

we get into office might just think, 

 

“Hey I know how we can cut the budget, let’s 

cut out SSI, SSDI, Medicare and Medicaid. We can 

save billions and be able to vote ourselves another 

giant raise.”  

 

Yeah, I thought that might get your attention. There 

is a stumbling block to being able to have all people 

be able to vote. ACCESSIBILITY. Yes, I know there’s 

always the old answer of aww you can use an 

absentee ballot. But it’s just not the same. For me, I 

always liked the fact that people stand just outside 

the doors to extol the virtues of their favorite 

candidate. I actually changed my mind on which 

candidate I was going to vote for one time because 

of the last minute information I received from one 

such person.  I am the type of person that will be 

very proactive when I see problems that I have the 

ability to correct, and accessibility to polling places is 

something that I can help to change.                      

Continued on page 3. 

 

 

 

http://www.disabilityoptionsnetwork.org/
http://www.disabilityoptionsnetwork.org/
https://www.pavoterservices.state.pa.us/Pages/VoterRegistrationStatus.aspx/ejcenter.org/dfs/drn/pittsburgh/xmamas/documents%20xmamas/Accessible%20Publications%20Project
https://www.pavoterservices.state.pa.us/Pages/VoterRegistrationStatus.aspx/ejcenter.org/dfs/drn/pittsburgh/xmamas/documents%20xmamas/Accessible%20Publications%20Project
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Disability-Voting-Coalition-of-Pennsylvania/175089769265010
https://twitter.com/PADVC
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VOTING AND YOU! 

Fred C Hess, Advocacy Coordinator, Disability Options Network 

 

The CIL that I work for is in Lawrence County, PA, so I started with this county 

and have three more in my area to still work on: Beaver, Butler and Mercer. I 

am hoping that when I finish with those three that I have the same results that I 

had here in Lawrence a 100% accessibility rating on all 74 polling places. So as 

you see, it can be done. If your polling place isn’t accessible, go down to the 

county seat and let them know, if they want you to vote for them, then they need 

to get you into your neighborhood polling place. To do that, just do what I did: 

nag, nag, nag until it happens. Believe me, it works! Just look back on your own 

life and you will see an adult from your childhood doing it to you and you will 

realize that, hey, nagging does work! Just look at how it made you the person 

you are today. See you at the polls. 

 

POLLING PLACE ACCESSIBILITY  
Christian Budney, Northeast PA Center for Independent Living 
 
November's General Election gave the Center for Independent Living the 

opportunity to continue their efforts of assessing voting site accessibility 

throughout northeast Pennsylvania. This was the third consecutive Election 

Day where site accessibility was assessed via custom surveys created by 

individuals with disabilities and following federal ADA guidelines.  The CIL’s 

Developmental Disabilities Council grant called for surveying four counties’ 

voting sites within northeast Pennsylvania and this last Election Day focused 

on Lackawanna County specifically. Lackawanna Country has a total of 66 

sites.  The Lackawanna County Board of Elections was eager to have every 

site assessed. In order to accomplish the 66 sites, the CIL sought out help 

from Occupational Therapy students from The University of Scranton. This 

was done as a means to ensure every site was assessed and also to give 

individuals that will be working directly with the disability population an 

opportunity to gain experience by learning about election site accessibility. At 

this point completed surveys were logged and are currently being reviewed 

by the Board of Elections. 

 

http://www.disabilityoptionsnetwork.org/
https://mycil.org/


  

We're looking 

for poll workers 

who are people 

with 

disabilities. 

Are you one? Do 

you know someone 

who is? We'd like to 

talk with you about 

your experiences 

and advice. 

Please contact 

us today! 

Email: 

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

 

On the General Election Day, November 4, I met 

three other poll workers at our polling site at 6:00 am.  

Our polling site was accessible.   After ensuring that 

the voting machines were properly set up, we posted 

signs and other notices to inform voters of various 

important topics.  The polls were opened for voting at 

7:00 am and closed at 8:00 pm.  Throughout the day 

our polling place processed about 150 voters.  After 

the polling place closed for voting, the other poll 

workers and myself did a lot of paperwork and 

packed up the materials provided by the Elections 

Division.  The materials were then transported to a 

location determined by the Elections Division.  My 

day ended at around 9:30 pm.  My workday was over 

15 hours! 

My payment for the training and work on Election 

Day arrived in the mail about a week later.  It was a 

very rewarding experience and I got to meet a lot of 

great people!  You should consider becoming a poll 

worker and helping to ensure that all votes count! 
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MY DAY AS A POLL WORKER 
Jeffrey M. Skakalski, Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania 
 
In the last two newsletters, I wrote about how to become a poll worker and 

what 12 county elections offices had to say about people with disabilities 

becoming poll workers in their counties.  This article discusses what my 

experiences were in becoming a poll worker and working at a polling place for 

the first time.  

I contacted the Allegheny County Elections Division in September 2014 and 

told them that I wanted to become a poll worker.  I was contacted in early 

October and told that there was an open poll worker position near my home.  I 

discussed the pay and job responsibilities and decided to give it a try.   I had to 

attend a mandatory training in October to learn about poll worker 

responsibilities in Allegheny County.  Most of the training involved setting up 

the voting machines, processing voters as they appear at a polling place, and 

assisting voters if questions or problems arise with the voting machines.  

 

 
 

mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
https://www.drnpa.org/


 

Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

429 Fourth Avenue  

Suite 701     

Pittsburgh, PA 15219                

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

www.dvcpa.org 

  

This publication is  

supported by a grant from 

the PA Developmental  

Disabilities Council. 

  

  

  

  

  

Our Mission 

The mission of the Disability Voting Coalition 

of Pennsylvania is to increase the power of            

Pennsylvanians with disabilities by  

establishing the disability community as 

strong and mobilized voter bloc.

 

Copyright © 2014, Disability Rights Network 

of Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania  

Developmental Disabilities Council.  

Permission to reprint, copy and distribute this 

work is granted provided that it is reproduced 

as a whole, distributed at no more than actual 

cost, and displays this copyright notice.  Any 

other reproduction is strictly prohibited. 

  

  

Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

429 Fourth Avenue  

Suite 701     

Pittsburgh, PA 15219             

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

http://www.dvcpa.org 

Disability Rights Network of 

PA provides major support 

for the DVC through a grant 

from the Pennsylvania 

Developmental Disabilities 

Council.  

  

  

  

  

DA20 

Community Engagement Conversations 

 

Join our Community Engagement Conversation – Let’s Talk About the 

Recent Elections 

Wednesday January 7, 2015 1:00pm – 2:30pm  

Call in Number: 1-866-270-7427 

Participant Code *6071539* 

 

mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
http://www.dvcpa.org/

