
Important Dates 

 

October 6, 2014 

Deadline to register to 

vote 

October 28, 2014 

Deadline for Civilians to 

Request an Absentee 

Ballot 

October 31, 2014 

Deadline for Civilians to 

Return Absentee Ballots 

November 4, 2014 

General Election Day 

November 12, 2014 

Deadline for Military and 

Overseas Electors to 

Return Absentee Ballots 

If you have further 

questions, visit 

www.votespa.com  

 

 

 

  

We are coming to the end of summer and that 
means that November’s election is not very far 
away! This is an important election and you may be 
thinking of helping at a voter registration table at a 
local disability agency to make sure your peers are 
registered.  Whether you are interested in 
registering yourself or helping others to register, 
here are several important questions and answers. 
 
Who is eligible to register to vote? 
In Pennsylvania, a voter must – 
 

1. be a United States citizen, 
2. be at least 18 years old on the day of the 

election and  
3. be living in the election district where they are 

voting for at least 30 days before the election.  
 

College students may register in the election district 
they live in while attending school. Individuals with a 
criminal background (including felony convictions) 
may register as long as they are not currently in 
prison or a halfway house. 
 
What do I need to register? 
In order to register you will need to fill out a 
registration application. The application requires 
your full name, address, mailing address (if 
different), date of birth and signature.   
Continued on page 2. 
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Voter Registration: Questions and Answers 
Rob Oliver, Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania  
 
There is a box to check if you would like someone to provide assistance in the 
voting booth when you go to vote.  If you don’t check that box, you can still ask for 
help when you go to vote.  Checking the box when you register will save you some 
time.  Additionally, you will need a Driver’s License, State ID or the last four digits 
of your Social Security number. 
 
Where do I get a registration application? 
You can download a voter registration mail application or click here for more 
information on where you can go for a voter registration application.  
 
What is the registration deadline? 
Applications must be postmarked no later than October 6, 2014. 
 
Do I need to re-register? 
Once you are registered, you only need to re-register when you move to a new 
address. 
 

Here are some guides for those helping others to register: 
 

Is any training required in order to conduct voter registration drives? 
No. 
 
Are there restrictions on who may help voters to register? 
No.          
 
Are there restrictions on whether canvassers may be paid? 
Workers registering voters may be paid but the payment may not be based on the 
number of registrations received. Violations are punishable by fines of up to 
$2,500 and/or up to a year in prison. 
 
Does anybody else have to sign the registration card? 
Yes, Pennsylvania law requires that an individual who assists a registrant in 
completing their form also sign the form and include their address.  If you did not 
require assistance, no other signature is required. 
 
Can we offer something like a gift or prize to new registrants? 
Federal law prohibits giving anything of value to registrants in return for their 
registration. Violations are punishable by fines of up to $10,000 or up to 5 years in 
prison. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.drnpa.org/
http://www.dosimages.pa.gov/pdf/OnlineVoterRegFormBlank.pdf
http://www.votespa.com/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1174117&parentname=ObjMgr&parentid=1&mode=2
http://www.votespa.com/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1174117&parentname=ObjMgr&parentid=1&mode=2


  

This issue of inaccessible polling places dates back to 

2008 but became more acute in the 2012 Presidential 

election. While a CILSCPA Advocate was present, a 

CILSCPA Consumer went to the local polling location 

to find the voting machines were located in the 

basement. The Consumer was offered to be 

“transported” down the stairs in the facility’s stair glide. 

Once downstairs the Consumer would still not have 

access to the Voting machines as the power chair was 

upstairs & too heavy to carry down. A second Voter 

with a disability had a similar issue. Both were offered 

Absentee Ballots that could be completed curb-side or 

in their vehicles. 

The CILSCPA Advocate worked with the Consumer to 

bring this injustice to light. 

Phone calls were made & letters were sent. 

Leaping forward to 2014, an investigation was 

conducted and a settlement was reached with the 

Department of Justice and Blair County’s Board of 

Elections. 

 

Follow the links below for additional details: 

Department of Justice: Justice Department Reaches 

Settlement with Blair County, PA over Accessibility for 

Voters with Disabilities 

Blair County Media: Altoona Mirror WTAJ TV10 

 

 

Have a problem on 

Election Day?  Call - 

Election Protection 

Hotline  

1-866-OUR-VOTE 
 

 

 

Click here to find your 

polling place.  

  

 

Find us on  Facebook 

 

Follow us on Twitter 
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Center for Independent Living of South Central PA (CILSCPA) 

Advocates for Accessible Polling Places                                  

David Brown, Director of I.L. Services & Programs CILSCPA 

 

 

https://www.disability.gov/justice-department-reaches-settlement-with-blair-county/
https://www.disability.gov/justice-department-reaches-settlement-with-blair-county/
https://www.disability.gov/justice-department-reaches-settlement-with-blair-county/
http://www.altoonamirror.com/page/content.detail/id/579394.html
http://www.wearecentralpa.com/story/d/story/blair-county-voting-equality/11910/U3P3IQnh0UCDYobpS8ZFiA
https://www.pavoterservices.state.pa.us/Pages/VoterRegistrationStatus.aspx/ejcenter.org/dfs/drn/pittsburgh/xmamas/documents%20xmamas/Accessible%20Publications%20Project
https://www.pavoterservices.state.pa.us/Pages/VoterRegistrationStatus.aspx/ejcenter.org/dfs/drn/pittsburgh/xmamas/documents%20xmamas/Accessible%20Publications%20Project
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Disability-Voting-Coalition-of-Pennsylvania/175089769265010
https://twitter.com/PADVC
http://www.votespa.com/portal/server.pt/community/register_to_vote/13518
http://www.cilscpa.org/
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In the coming months, the Disability Rights 

Network of Pennsylvania (DRN) will be 

educating and assisting people with disabilities 

to become poll workers at their local polling 

sites.  Additionally, DRN will provide community 

trainings to educate the disability rights 

community about the importance of voting and 

the potential of being a poll worker.  It is our 

hope that as a poll worker with a disability, you 

can create awareness of disability rights, and 

help to create polling sites that that are 

accessible and comfortable for every voter.  

There are various poll worker positions available.  

The duties of Machine Inspectors and Clerks of 

Election can include: processing voters, 

accompanying voters to a voting machine, 

providing assistance to voters with special 

needs, and verifying ballot information on the 

voting machine screen.  A poll worker may get 

paid between $70 and $200 per day. 

Continued on page 5. 

 

 

We're looking for poll 

workers who are 

people with 

disabilities. 

Are you one? Do you 

know someone who is? 

We'd like to talk with you 

about your experiences 

and advice. 

Please contact us 

today! 

Email: dvcpa@drnpa.org 

Online: 

http://www.dvcpa.org/ 

Facebook 

 

Become an Elections Poll Worker!                                                 
Jeffrey Skakalski, Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania  

YOU CAN HELP PROTECT THE RIGHT TO VOTE AND GAIN VALUABLE 

EXPERIENCE BY BECOMING AN ELECTIONS POLL WORKER!  One of the 

most important rights that we have is voting for our elected officials.  For most 

voters, who are also known as “electors,” this takes place by voting in a primary 

election one day each May, or by voting in a general election one day each 

November.   Voting usually takes place at a school, a firehouse, a church, or 

another location in the community.  The workers at local polling sites help to 

ensure the smooth and efficient operation of each site and ensure that all votes 

are properly counted.  All of the people who work at the local polling sites are 

referred to as poll workers, and they are a vital part of the election process.  

However, according to a House Report from the Help America Vote Act, there is 

a “critical shortage of poll workers in this country.”   
 

mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
http://www.dvcpa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Disability-Voting-Coalition-of-Pennsylvania/175089769265010
https://www.drnpa.org/


 

Become an Elections Poll Worker!                                                       
Jeffrey Skakalski, Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania  

 

What are the requirements for serving as a poll worker?  

 

 you must be at least 18 years old.  There is an exception for 17-year-olds 

provided that your local Director of Elections participates in the Student 

Election Assistant program and your high school principal recommends you 

for eligibility 

 you must be registered to vote in Pennsylvania and within your respective 

election district for at least 30 days before the election 

 you will have to take an oath to swear to uphold the duties of being a poll 

worker   

 almost all new poll workers are expected to attend a mandatory hands-on 

and in-depth training session, for which some pay may be provided  

 

The following people are not eligible to be poll workers:   

 

 people who were incarcerated in a penal institution for a felony conviction 

within the last 5 years, and  

 Elections officers who held or will hold a government job, appointment, or 

office within 2 months of working as an elections officer.   

 

In order to start the process to become a poll worker, you can contact your 

county’s Director of Elections directly to get more information about the needs of 

your polling site.  Click here for contact information for county Directors of 

Elections in Pennsylvania.   

 

You can also contact the Disability Voting Coalition of Pennsylvania to get more 

information or to learn about upcoming community trainings.  We hope to hear 

from you!  
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https://www.drnpa.org/
http://www.votespa.com/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1174076&parentname=ObjMgr&parentid=1&mode=2
http://www.votespa.com/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1174076&parentname=ObjMgr&parentid=1&mode=2
http://www.dvcpa.org/contact-us/


 

  

Volunteer 

Survey 

The DVC is 

looking for 

volunteers who 

can be mobilized 

when voting rights 

issues arise. 

Please let us know 

what kinds of 

advocacy actions 

you’d be willing to 

take around voting 

rights issues and 

events. 

If you are 

interested in 

volunteering, click 

here to take the 

survey. 

“Ballots for Patients” Program                                                 
Paul O’Hanlon, Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania 

Imagine if on Election Day something happened and you 
had to be hospitalized.  How would you vote?  The 
Disability Voting Coalition has pioneered a program in 
Pennsylvania to provide voters in hospitals on Election 
Day with an opportunity to vote.  We have teams of 
volunteers who assist patients to vote through a process 
of casting an Emergency Absentee Ballot.   

We began developing this program in 2008.  In the last 
election we provided this service in seven hospitals (all in 
the Pittsburgh region).  But there are many more hospitals 
we would like to reach this year. 

Is there a hospital in your area?  Would you consider 
being a team leader at that hospital?  If you’re considering 
being a team leader, here's what you need to know:  

 We can help you with all the documents you'll need, 
and with technical and legal support to make it work 
smoothly; 

 You'll want to recruit 3 to 4 other people for your 
hospital team; 

 Unless the hospital is in walking distance to the 
County Elections Office, you'll need to recruit a 
driver.  The driver will take one of your team 
members to and from the County Elections Office 
with all the completed paperwork. The driver will be 
needed in the middle and at the end of the day; 

  A month or two before Election Day, you should 
reach out to someone on staff at the hospital.  We 
have found that the person in charge of "Patient 
Relations" is a good contact. 

 Your team can work in shifts, it can be a long 
day.  Our experience was starting around 9:00am, 
after breakfast, was a good time.  The team should 
finish its work by 7:00pm, but the driver and runner 
may not finish until 8:00pm. 

Our experience has been that the patients and hospital 
staff have been thrilled to have this service.  If you think 
you'd be interested in being a team leader, please let us 
know. 
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DGX6CWM
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DGX6CWM
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DGX6CWM
https://www.drnpa.org/


 

Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

429 Fourth Avenue  

Suite 701     

Pittsburgh, PA 15219                

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

www.dvcpa.org 

  

This publication is  

supported by a grant from 

the PA Developmental  

Disabilities Council. 

  

  

  

  

  

Our Mission 

The mission of the Disability Voting Coalition 

of Pennsylvania is to increase the power of            

Pennsylvanians with disabilities by  

establishing the disability community as 

strong and mobilized voter bloc.

 

Copyright © 2014, Disability Rights Network 

of Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania  

Developmental Disabilities Council.  

Permission to reprint, copy and distribute this 

work is granted provided that it is reproduced 

as a whole, distributed at no more than actual 

cost, and displays this copyright notice.  Any 

other reproduction is strictly prohibited. 

  

  

Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

429 Fourth Avenue  

Suite 701     

Pittsburgh, PA 15219             

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

http://www.dvcpa.org 

Disability Rights Network of 

PA provides major support 

for the DVC through a grant 

from the Pennsylvania 

Developmental Disabilities 

Council.  

  

  

  

  

 

Community Engagement Conversations 

Join our Community Engagement Conversation –  

November’s election is a big deal; what can we do to get ready? 

 

Thursday September 4, 2014 from 1:00pm – 2:30pm 

Call in Number: 1-866-270-7427 

Participant Code *6071539* 

 

mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
http://www.dvcpa.org/

