
 

  

Bring Civic Engagement to your Community 

Savannah Nicole Logsdon-Breakstone, DVC Advisory Committee Member 

The DVC is planning to do 8 civic engagement trainings this year.  We want you 
to help us decide where in Pennsylvania we make these trainings available!    
 
Developing the curriculum of these civic engagement trainings was the final 
project of Rachel Freund before she passed away.  These trainings teach civic 
engagement as a strategy for leadership development with the goal of everyone 
being leaders in their communities. People will be encouraged to take on 
projects and network with other participants during the sessions.  
 
Each session can be tailored to the needs of the site. We are aiming for around 
30 participants per training; with the participants coming from across all 
disabilities. We expect these trainings to run from about 10am to 2pm, with a 
working lunch included.  We would like to start these trainings in late August or 
early September.  We would like to complete them before November’s election.  
Later, we will have a remote follow up process in order to help nurture cross 
disability advocacy and collaboration. 
 
We need you to help us figure out where to hold these trainings!  If you live in a 
community that seems to get passed up with these opportunities – here’s your 
chance. If you are a cross disability organization, or are willing to partner with 
other disability organizations in your area, we'd like you to fill out an application 
to host a civic engagement training in your area. While we'd love it if you already 
have other groups in your area to partner with, we can help identify potential 
partners for you as well. 
 
You'll need to come up with a location, as well as come up with a way to recruit 
participants. Remember to think cross disability: physical, mental health, 
intellectual, and sensory disabilities are all within the scope of this effort. As 
always, keep accessibility in mind as you think through the process.  
 
You can get an application here, or email dvcpa@drnpa.org  to request an 
application.  Applications are due by August 15th, 2014. 
 

 July 2014 

 

http://www.dvcpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Training-Application.pdf
mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
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Pennsylvania’s voter registration report is in for 2013 . . . How 

did Pennsylvania do? 

Paul O’Hanlon, Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania 

 

 

The Disability Voting Coalition’s “We Count!” campaign has focused on the 

duties of disability service providers to provide voter registration services 

(required by the National Voter Registration Act).  The NVRA requires ALL 

agencies which provide services primarily to individuals with disabilities to 

offer voter registration services with EACH application for service or 

recertification of eligibility and EACH report of a change of address.   

On June 30th Pennsylvania released the report for 2013.  How did PA do?  

Not so good.  Disability agencies in Pennsylvania registered only 514 voters.  

This is the lowest total since 2009, when only 260 were registered.   

Paratransit agencies registered 217 voters (compared to 361 in 2012). 

 

Here are the voter registration totals by disability agencies over the past 5 

years: 

 

2013  514  

2012  836 

2011  582 

2010  670 

2009  260 

 

Not all agencies had a smaller number of registered voters in 2013.  County 

Assistance Offices had a dramatic increase in registrations.  In 2012 County 

Assistance Offices registered 10,311; in 2013 County Assistance Offices 

registrations were 47,028!  We’d love to see increases like that by disability 

service agencies! 
 

 

https://www.drnpa.org/
http://www.dvcpa.org/we-count-campaign/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The 2013 Report - which counties were the winners and losers? 

Paul O’Hanlon, Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania  

 

It turns out you can measure winners and losers in different ways.  To be clear, 

the losers are always people with disabilities when their service provider fails to 

offer voter registration services.  However, it’s hard to call any county a 

“winner” when all the voter registration totals by disability service agencies, 

even the counties which performed better than their peers, seem pathetically 

low!  

 

The state report show us that the counties with the most voter registrations by 

disability service agencies were – 

 

1.  Allegheny County – 48 registrations 

2.  Westmoreland County – 37 registrations 

3.  Franklin County – 35 registrations 

4.  Lehigh County – 35 registrations 

 

However, these totals look different when you factor in the population of the 

county.  For example, Franklin and Lehigh Counties both had 35 registrations.  

You could say they did the same; but when you factor in population you come 

to a different conclusion.  Lehigh County (population 349,497) is more than 

twice as large as Franklin County (population 149,618).  The fact that Franklin 

County disability service agencies registered as many voters as Lehigh County 

shows that they did a “better job” than Lehigh County. 

 

We did a simple calculation – Pennsylvania’s total registrations by disability 

agencies was 514, we calculated each county’s expected “share” of that total 

based on population.  So a county with 10% of the state’s population would be 

expected to have 10% of the registrations.  We can’t say whether our “high 

performers” are doing a good job, but they did register more voters than their 

share of the state’s total of 514 – given their population: 

Continued on page 4.   
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The 2013 Report - which counties were the winners and losers? 

Paul O’Hanlon, Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania  

 

1.  Franklin County – 35 registrations 

2.  Crawford County – 26 registrations 

3.  Westmoreland County – 37 registrations 

4.  Lehigh County – 35 registrations 

5.  Lackawanna County – 29 registrations 

6.  Beaver County – 27 registrations 

7.  Centre County – 20 registrations 

8.  Mercer County – 11 registrations 

9.  Dauphin County – 16 registrations 

10.  Lycoming County – 9 registrations   

 

There are at least two ways to look at poor performing counties.  First we look at 

the “Big Zeroes” – these are counties whose disability service agencies registered 

ZERO voters: 

1. Washington  8. Clinton 

2. Lebanon   9. Wyoming 

3. Armstrong   10. Juniata 

4. Carbon    11. Fulton 

5. Jefferson  12. Forest 

6. Susquehanna   13. Sullivan 

7. Tioga    14. Cameron 

 

Many of these counties are quite small.  Cameron County, for example, has only 

5,085 people and its expected “share” of the state’s total of 514 would be less than 

1 registration.  However, we can’t explain the zeroes for Washington and Lebanon 

Counties. 

 

Based on population these counties are our “Dirty Dozen” – these counties 

performed worse than their peers and registered fewer voters that their expected 

“share” of the state’s total given their population: 

67. Philadelphia *** 61. Bucks *** 

66. Montgomery *** 60. Northampton *** 

65. York ***  59. Lancaster 

64. Luzerne ***  58. Berks 

63. Delaware ***  57. Lebanon *** 

62. Washington *** 56. Chester *** 

***these counties have been in the "Dirty Dozen" for each of the past three years. 
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Voter registrations by disability service agencies – why are there 

so few registrations?  

Paul O’Hanlon, Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania 

The Disability Voting Coalition has focused on this issue of low voter 

registrations for a number of years because of our “We Count!” campaign.  We 

believe there are many reasons for these low numbers:   

 most agencies have received no training on compliance with voter 

registration duties;   

 agencies which report zero registrations, in fact whole counties that report 

zero registrations, see no consequences; 

 agencies often hold mistaken beliefs that non-partisan voter registration 

services could jeopardize their non-profit (501C3) status.  (It won’t so long 

as it is done in a non-partisan fashion; and since performing non-partisan 

voter registration services is required by federal law, not doing it can 

threaten the agency’s non-profit status!) 

But, our conversations with officials for the state and with disability service 

providers have been unfruitful, with them insisting that all agencies are doing 

their duties.   

Does the 2013 Report shed any light on this subject?  We think it does. 
 
In addition to voter registration totals, the 2013 Report also documents the 
number of voter registration offers made by various types of agencies.  These 
voter registrations are documented by “Voter Preference Forms.”  Each 
applicant for services must be provided with a form asking the following 
question:  
  

"If you are not registered to vote where you live now, would you like to 
apply to register to vote here today?" 

 
The form has boxes for responses of either “yes” or “no”.  The 2013 Report tells 
us how many voter registration offers were made by disability service agencies, 
and how many people said “no.”  A simple process of arithmetic allows us to 
figure out how many said “yes” – I want to apply to register to vote here today. 
Continued on page 6.   
 
 

 

https://www.drnpa.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 A total of 8,039 Voter Preference Forms 

indicated that the consumer wanted to apply 

to register to vote – but only 514 voter 

registration forms were submitted by 

disability service agencies to County 

Elections Offices.  Where did the other 7,525 

voter registrations go? 

 

 A total of 77,438 voter registration offers can 

be documented for all disability service 

agencies, including all County Mental Health 

/ Intellectual Disability agencies.  However, 

by our count approximately 816,656 

Pennsylvanians were consumers of state-

funded disability services last year.  It would 

appear that only 9.5% of all consumers 

received a voter registration offer last year.  

At that rate, it would take over 10 years for 

each consumer to receive a single voter 

registration offer!  Perhaps that’s why the 

registration totals are so low?! 
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Click here to register to 
vote 

 
 

Have a problem on 

Election Day?   

Call - Election Protection 

Hotline  

1-866-OUR-VOTE 

 

Click here to find your 

polling place. 

 

  

Visit us on Facebook 

 

Visit the DVC website 

 

Follow us on Twitter 
 

Voter registrations by disability service agencies – why are there 

so few registrations? 

Paul O’Hanlon, Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania 

 

There are two disturbing numbers from the 2013 report –  
 

http://www.votespa.com/portal/server.pt/community/register_to_vote/13518
http://www.votespa.com/portal/server.pt/community/register_to_vote/13518
https://www.pavoterservices.state.pa.us/Pages/VoterRegistrationStatus.aspx/ejcenter.org/dfs/drn/pittsburgh/xmamas/documents%20xmamas/Accessible%20Publications%20Project
https://www.pavoterservices.state.pa.us/Pages/VoterRegistrationStatus.aspx/ejcenter.org/dfs/drn/pittsburgh/xmamas/documents%20xmamas/Accessible%20Publications%20Project
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Disability-Voting-Coalition-of-Pennsylvania/175089769265010
http://www.dvcpa.org/
https://twitter.com/PADVC
https://www.drnpa.org/


 

 

50th Anniversary of “Freedom Summer”— what it Means for 
Americans with Disabilities 

Lucy Spruill, Director of Public Policy, CLASS 

 

2014 marks the 50th Anniversary of the signing of the Civil Rights Act and the 

launching of an historic campaign to register African Americans to vote which 

came to be known as “Freedom Summer.”  Although African American men were 

given the right to vote by the passage of the 15th Amendment to the Constitution 

in 1869, there was little or no African American participation in voting in southern 

states where legally enforced segregation was the law and custom.  African 

American participation in voting was kept down by many types of “voter 

suppression”, including murder and physical violence.  In June of 1964 three 

college students, who were among the first Freedom Riders from the North to 

register Southern African Americans to vote, were brutally murdered when their 

car broke down in the dead of night on a country road in Mississippi. Still the 

Freedom Riders continued to register African Americans in the South to vote 

through the summers of 1964 and 1965.  Public outrage following the murders of 

the students was a major factor leading to the signing of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964 only 10 days later.  Freedom Summer culminated in the March for Voting 

Rights from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama in March 1965 followed by signing of 

the Voting Rights Act on August 6, 1965.   

Despite this landmark legislation, suppression of the African American vote 

continued in many forms, including charging African Americans a “poll tax” for the 

right to register, requiring African Americans to pass a “literacy test” which was 

actually a test on U.S.  Constitutional Law to be deemed qualified to vote, and 

publicizing wrong dates and times in the African American community for when 

registration would be held.  Continued on page 8. 
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50th Anniversary of “Freedom Summer”— what it Means for 
Americans with Disabilities 

Lucy Spruill, Director of Public Policy, CLASS 

 

The suppression of participation in voting by groups who threaten those in power 

continues today.  We saw this in one form in the Voter I.D. Law passed in 

Pennsylvania in March 2012 but never enforced because of successful court 

challenges.  Besides onerous and complex Voter I.D. Laws which make 

registration more difficult for people with various disadvantages, voter 

suppression in other states has taken the forms of reducing days available for 

early voting, especially on weekend days when people are less likely to be 

working; denying convicted felons the right to vote; eliminating internet voting and 

voting by mail; and other measures. 

As Americans with disabilities, we may consider the existence of many 

inaccessible polling places and voting machines, the lack of assistance with 

registration and/or voting for those who need it, neglect of the duty to register 

applicants for services by public and nonprofit organizations serving people with 

disabilities, and polling place workers discouraging people with communication, 

intellectual or mental health disabilities from voting to be voter suppression.   As 

with African Americans in the South in the 1960s, we can only combat voter 

suppression by registering, voting in every election, and encouraging our friends, 

family, and allies who are concerned about our issues to register and vote in 

every election.  Although we are not subject to terrorism and violence to prevent 

us from voting, there are always many barriers that make it seem easier to give 

in to false ideas that our vote isn’t important and just stay home.  When we do 

that we give up an important and effective avenue to having our voices heard in 

decisions important to us.  As Justin Dart, the “father of the ADA” said, “Vote as if 

your life depends on it—it does.” 
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Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

429 Fourth Avenue  

Suite 701     

Pittsburgh, PA 15219                

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

www.dvcpa.org 

  

This publication is  

supported by a grant from 

the PA Developmental  

Disabilities Council. 

  

  

  

  

  

Our Mission 

The mission of the Disability Voting Coalition 

of Pennsylvania is to increase the power of            

Pennsylvanians with disabilities by  

establishing the disability community as 

strong and mobilized voter bloc.
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Contact Us 

Disability Voting Coalition       

429 Fourth Avenue  

Suite 701     

Pittsburgh, PA 15219             

888-886-2627              

dvcpa@drnpa.org 

http://www.dvcpa.org 

Disability Rights Network of 

PA provides major support 

for the DVC through a grant 

from the Pennsylvania 

Developmental Disabilities 

Council.  

  

  

  

  

 

Community Engagement Conversations 

 

Join our Community Engagement Conversation –  

Polling Place Accessibility 

 

Tuesday July 22, 2014, from 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Call in Number: 1-866-270-7427 

Participant Code *3568655* 

 

mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
mailto:dvcpa@drnpa.org
http://www.dvcpa.org/

