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DISABILITY VOTE MATTERS: 

YOUR RIGHT TO GET ASSISTANCE IN VOTING 

 

“Vote like your life depends on it… because it does!” - Justin Dart 

 

Any voter who needs help to vote because of:  

 Blindness,  

 Disability, or  

 Inability to read or write  

May be given assistance by anyone the voter chooses, other than:  

 The voter’s employer or agent of that employer,  

 An officer or agent of the voter’s union, or  

 The Judge of Elections.  

 

A voter has a right to receive this assistance in the voting booth or 

when voting by Absentee Ballot or Alternative Ballot. 
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Requirements:  

To qualify to get help in voting, you will need one of the following:  

1. Your voter registration card may note that you need assistance; or  

2. You must fill out and sign a form provided by the poll workers 

explaining your disability.  

Unlike some states that permit self-declaration of disability, Pennsylvania 

requires voters to give the name and phone number of their physician. 

 

Safeguards:  

Voters have historically been required to vote alone, due to concerns 

of voter intimidation, bribery, or fraud.  As a result, the voting process 

is very formal, and records are kept of everything.  

 

When a voter receives assistance in voting, the Judge of Elections is 

required to enter the following in the “Record of Assisted Voters” –  

1. The voter’s name;  

2. A statement of why the voter needs assistance; and  

3. The name of the person who helped.  
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This record is returned to the County Board of Elections and may be 

examined only upon the written order of a Judge of the Court of Common 

Pleas.  

 

Contact Information: 

If you need more information or need help or encountered any problems on 

Election Day, please contact the Intake unit of Disability Rights 

Pennsylvania (DRP) at 800-692-7443 (voice) or 877-375-7139 (TDD).  The 

email address is:  intake@disabilityrightspa.org.   

 
The mission of Disability Rights Pennsylvania is to advance, protect, and 

advocate for the human, civil, and legal rights of Pennsylvanians with 

disabilities.  Due to our limited resources, Disability Rights Pennsylvania 

cannot provide individual services to every person with advocacy and legal 

issues.  Disability Rights Pennsylvania prioritizes cases that have the 

potential to result in widespread, systemic changes to benefit persons with 

disabilities.  While we cannot provide assistance to everyone, we do seek 

to provide every individual with information and referral options. 

 

 

IMPORTANT:  This publication is for general informational purposes 

only.  This publication is not intended, nor should be construed, to 

create an attorney-client relationship between the Disability Rights 
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Network and any person.  Nothing in this publication should be 

considered to be legal advice. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  For information in alternative formats or a language other 

than English, contact Disability Rights Pennsylvania at 800-692-7443, Ext. 

400, TDD: 877-375-7139, or drnpa-hbg@disabilityrightspa.org. 

 

 

This project is funded by a grant to Disability Rights Pennsylvania under 

the Help America Vote Act ($116,894, 100%).  
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